
1

2009 SAFETEA-LU 
Rescission
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Why was there a 
rescission?
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 In SAFETEA-LU Congress included an $8.7 billion 
rescission as a way to meet federal budgeting 
parameters. 

 The Federal Highway Administration had no 
discretion in the application of these rescissions.

The Rescission
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How was the 
rescinded amount 
determined?
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 States were asked to decide how much and 
from which programs to rescind funds

 If a State did not have enough unobligated 
funds to meet its rescission amount the 
remaining States had to proportionally account 
for those funds

 If a State did not have enough in each program 
area to cover its required amount then the other 
program area funds were used

The Rescission
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Why were certain 
program areas 
affected more than 
others?
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FY 2009 Funding By Program Area
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TMA STP-DA Funds 2004-2009
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How can we prevent 
this from happening 
again?
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Looking Ahead

The development of the 
Federal program 

should better reflect 
the revenue situation
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Contact Information

Unwanna B. Dabney
Planning and Program Development Manager

FHWA North Carolina Division
unwanna.dabney@dot.gov

919-747-7023

mailto:unwanna.dabney@dot.gov
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