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Topics

ÂExisting area transportation planning 

boundaries

ÂExisting SC DOT and NC DOT boundaries

ÂMPO background and boundary 

methodology

Â Impact of the 2010 census and SAFETEA-

LU reauthorization
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MPO 101
Â Initiated by USDOT in 1960s

Â Required for urbanized areas of 50,000 or more

Â Affected cities/ regions differently throughout the country, 

and over time:

ÃNorthern cities/regions were already in multiple 

counties in the 1960s

ÃSouthern cities/ regions were traditionally smaller and 

more separated

Â Currently nearly 400 MPOs nationwide (17 in NC)

Â 80 percent of funding comes from FHWA (via federal gas 

and use taxes).
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How Does An MPO Study Area 

Expand?

Â MPOs are required to cover urbanized areas and 
adjacent areas likely to urbanize in next 20 years.

Â New MPO Study Area boundaries must be approved by: 

ÃGovernor(s) and,

ÃLocal governments representing 75% 

of the affected population

Discussion: MPOs seldom expand Study Area boundaries 
except for census updates. Funding is tied to the 
urbanized population, so there is no financial benefit to 
the MPO to expand the Study Area into non-urbanized 
areas.
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Census Terminology
ÂUrban Areas 
ÃCensus blocks or block groups with pop. density 

greater than 1,000 per sq. mi.

ÃAdjacent blocks or block groups with pop. density 
greater than 500 per sq. mi.

ÂUrbanized Areas - Urban areas with a collective 
population greater than 50,000

ÂUrban Clusters - Urban areas with a collective 
population less than 50,000

ÂUrban/Urbanized area designations determined 

after each decennial census
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Metrolina Area Urbanized Area Population Trends 1970-2009

Source: US Census and ESRI
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